
Excerpted from Stress in the Speech Stresm:
The Rhythm of Spoken English, by Wayne B.
Dickerson, University of Illinois Press, 1989.
Unit 1, Chapter 2,, Lesson 1. pp. 8l-82,,87.
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If u is & consonant letter, how should it be pronounced? Four patterns
tell you whether t represents silence t:4 or -w*- The +ts pattern above
predicts only silence" $o watch for -e, -ed, **ag after u; they are always
+8. The uV pattern above predicts 0 or -ril-, depending on the preceding
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Vowel Quality Patterns

The spelling of a word can often help you figure out the sound of the word. This lesson will give
you practice reco gnizing vowel letters. Read the instructions carefully, and check your answers
against those given on the last page.

Yowel Letters

Vowel sounds ere speiled with the letters &, e, r, o, rtt {l, and y.

Circle tire uouel letters fn exeh set 0e{otu.

l .  l i j c o e 2 .  v u f  e c j S. f u Y e o q 4 .  n u e s e b N
The letters ut {rf and y deserve special care. Sometimes they are used

as vowel letters, and sometimes they are used a$ consonant letters. The
patterns below show how these letters are used.

In two general positions, u is a consonant letter {C). Elsewhere, u is &
vowel letter. Both general positions have q or g (q/g) before the u. In
the first position below, the * is followed by a basic weak ending (B), *e,
*ed, or -fog. In the second position below, the u is followed by & vowel
letter (V) that does not belong to a basic weak ending" Study tJre
eromplet.

I The letter rI i.s a C in qlgu+nz phqae, leagwd

I The letter u is a C h q,/guV: guert, guidance

N



consonant letter(s). ?he nguV pattern below is more detailed than the ggV
pattern and should be tried frrst. (The marking,..., identifies the letter in
question.) Learn theae co$Eonant con'etponderee psttens.

I q/gu*B - O aritiqued, totgue . n$rv = -w- lioguiat, pengyil

. quv - -w- qyick, liqgelg o gaV - O gleEs, guor.tfltee

Is u a touel (V), -w-, or dlent (A\ ? Circle go{r 6tLswe?.

D.g. quest V {3;} O 6. sanguine V *w* 6 I l. singnlar V *w* O

E.g. antique V -*-@ 6. critiqued V *w* O 12" physique Y -w- Q

l. entiquity Y -w- Q ?. overdue Y -vt- Q 13. pengqin Y -w- 6

2. disgust Y -tt- Q 8. vague Y -w- A 14. gusty Y *w- 6

3. guilty Y -ut- Q 9. quiei V -w* O 15. guest ! -w- A

4. haranguing Y -w- 6 t0. extinguish V -w- 6 16. plaguing Y -w- A W

Reod these common exeeptiont to thc q/gu pattena. Try to remember lhem-

V : arn bigri i ty, ambrguous, argue, fr : bouqu6t, cdquetryr conquer,
( * ) contigriity, contiguous 6tiquette, liquor, queue,\-./ , *

*w *:  guava ms"nnequtn, mosqurto

'l'he letters ur and y &re also vowei and consonant letters. W and y
are vowel letters when they coftle afrer a vowel letter that is not part of a
prefix. Y is a vowel letter after a consonant letter- Everywhere else, w and
y are consonant letters. Learn thew pafferne.

. Vw is a vowel letter btown I Vy is a vowel letter trug

o Cy is a vowel letter f iy

Are w *nd y rlowtl lettere er eonaona*t |etters|.
Write V /or vowel or C for corrtondrlt rn eocft 0lonfr.

I^. war

2. cry

3, crypt

4. jewels

7. youth

8. tlwell
g. gayctias

10. deny

l l .  vowels

l?. swell

[3. synta.x

14. crystal

I S. brow n

1S. yogurt

B.g. weit *_-S_"_ 5. twin

E.g. raw V 0. enjoy

"N

(c)  1989. Wayne B. Dickerson

82



Ctaptcr 9, Lcnon
Rc$eul

A.

lVomc

Vowel Quality Patterns

Summery

The lesson focuses on (1) recognizing vowel letters and four vowel
spellings: VC$, VCC, VC+W, and W, (2) distinguishing vowel
patterns left of weak (*r, -*ed, *rng) and neutral (*r, *'r, -ly)

endings, and (3) matching & vowe I quality tc stressed and
unstressed spellings.

U is a consonant letter pronounced as silence (O) or *w-, s..s
shown below. Sverywhere else, u is a vowel letter.

q / g u * B = f r  g u V - g  n g g V = * w *  q y . V t r * w *

The letters u, and y sre vowel letters after vowe] Ietters; after
consonant letters, y is also a vowel letter.

A vowel spelling pattern consists of & vowel letter, relevant
neighboring letters, and 8. relevant position marker. A vowel
spelling pa.ttern is one pert of a vowel quality pattern. The other
two parts are & degree of stress f, ; ") anq a vowel quality
prediction (long, short, reduced). VC# and VCC pfedict short
vowels, while VC+W and W predict long vowels. VC#, VCC,
VC+W, and VVC predict reduced vowels.

Identify the U

E,g. league

l. tongue

2. quest

S. guest

d. gullible

$. guillemot

6, require
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for eoch uard, fdcnlr/g
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Answers

p .81  top :  Vowe l  le t te rs :  f .  i ,  o r  € i  2 .u ,  e ;3 .  u r  ? r  o ;4 .  u ,  a ,  e .

p . 8 1  b o t :  V I C ?  1 .  C ;  2 . C ; 3 . V ;  4 . Y ; 5 . C ; 6 .  V ;  7 . C ; 8 .  C ; 9 .  V ;  1 0 .  C ;  1 1 .  C ;
12 .  C ;13 .  V ;  14 .  C ;15 .  C ;  16 .  V .

p.  82 top:  Y lwla? l .  lw l ;  2 .Y;  3 .  a ;  4 ,  a ;  5 .  lw l1 '  6 .  a ;  7 .Y;  8 .  o ;  9 .  lw l ;  10.  lw l ;
11 .  V ;  12 .  o ;  13 .  lw l ;  14 .Y ;15 .  aq  16 .  e .

p . 8 2  b o t :  V I C ?  1 .  C ;  2 . Y ; 3 .  V ;  4 . Y ; 5 . C ;  6 .  V ;  7 . C ; 8 .  C ; 9 .  V ;  1 0 .  V ;  1 1 .  V ;
12 .  C ;13 .  V ;  14 .Y ;15 .  V ;  16 .  C .

p . 8 7  b o t :  Y l w l a ?  l .  e ; 2 .  l w l ; 3 .  a ; 4 . Y ; 5 .  @ ; 6 .  l w / ; 7 . Y ; 8 .  @ * ; 9 .  l w l ; 1 0 .  a ;
11. V; 12. lwh 13. V.

* exception


